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 Artists and cultural workers
◦ Newfoundland and Labrador
◦ St. John’s
◦ Postal regions

◦ Number, changes over time
◦ Earnings 
◦ Other characteristics
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 Arts and culture organizations
◦ Size and scope
◦ Volunteers 
◦ Donors

 Government spending on culture
◦ Total
◦ Federal
◦ Provincial
◦ Municipal
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◦ Newfoundland and Labrador
◦ St. John’s
◦ Postal regions

◦ Number, changes over time
◦ Earnings 
◦ Other characteristics
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 Percentage of local labour force in 9 arts occupations 
and 48 cultural occupations

 In Canada, provinces, larger cities, small 
municipalities and neighbourhoods 

 Occupation based on the job (employed or self-
employed) at which someone worked the most hours
between May 7 and 13, 2006.

 Must have earned some money from employment in 
2005.

 Earnings data includes all jobs worked in 2005.
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 Visual artists and craftspeople
1. Painters, sculptors and other visual artists
2. Artisans and craftspersons

 Writers
3. Authors and writers
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“Artists”: 9 arts occupations



 Performing artists and filmmakers
4. Actors and comedians
5. Conductors, composers and arrangers
6. Dancers
7. Musicians and singers
8. Other performing artists (circus, puppeteers, etc.)
9. Producers, directors, choreographers and related 

occupations
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“Artists”: 9 arts occupations



 Census: Most hours between May 7 and 13, 2006.

 Waging Culture (2009 study of Canadian visual 
artists)

 Estimate of visual artists that is 30% to 60% larger 
than census estimates

 Australian report: Don’t Give Up Your Day Job
 “almost two-thirds of Australian professional artists 

have more than one job.”
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 Architecture, Design, Crafts and Visual Arts
◦ Architects
◦ Architectural technologists and technicians
◦ Artisans and craftspersons
◦ Camera, platemaking and other pre-press occupations
◦ Drafting technologists and technicians
◦ Graphic arts technicians
◦ Graphic designers and illustrators
◦ Industrial designers
◦ Interior designers
◦ Landscape and horticultural technicians and specialists
◦ Landscape architects
◦ Painters, sculptors and other visual artists
◦ Patternmakers, textile, leather and fur products
◦ Photographers
◦ Photographic and film processors
◦ Theatre, fashion, exhibit and other creative designers
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 Archives, Libraries and Heritage
◦ Archivists
◦ Conservators and curators
◦ Librarians
◦ Library and archive technicians and assistants
◦ Library clerks
◦ Library, archive, museum and art gallery managers
◦ Supervisors, library, correspondence and related 

information clerks
◦ Technical occupations related to museums and galleries

 Music and Sound Recording
◦ Audio and video recording technicians
◦ Conductors, composers and arrangers
◦ Musicians and singers
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 Audio-visual and Live Performing Arts
◦ Actors and comedians
◦ Announcers and other broadcasters
◦ Broadcast technicians
◦ Dancers
◦ Film and video camera operators
◦ Managers in publishing, motion pictures, broadcasting and 

performing arts
◦ Other performers
◦ Other technical occupations in motion 

pictures, broadcasting and the performing arts
◦ Producers, directors, choreographers and related 

occupations
◦ Support occupations in motion pictures, broadcasting and 

the performing arts
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 Writing, Publishing and Printing
◦ Authors and writers
◦ Binding and finishing machine operators
◦ Correspondence, publication and related clerks
◦ Desktop publishing operators and related occupations
◦ Editors
◦ Journalists
◦ Printing machine operators
◦ Printing press operators
◦ Professional occupations in public relations and 

communications
◦ Supervisors, printing and related occupations
◦ Translators, terminologists and interpreters
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 140,000 artists in Canada who spent more time at their 
art than at any other occupation in May 2006

 135,000 Canadians directly employed in the automotive 
industry

 609,000 cultural workers
 3.3% of the overall labour force in Canada
 about double the level of employment in the forestry 

sector (300,000) 
 More than double the level of employment in Canadian 

banks (257,000)
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 140,000 artists in Canada

 Artists: 29% increase between 1991 and 2001
 Then: 7% increase between 2001 and 2006
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Artists in Canada
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Change in artists in Canada

 Number of artists increased by 38% between 1991 and 
2006

 Much higher than the increase in the overall local 
labour force (22%)

 Artists: 29% increase between 1991 and 2001
 Then: 7% increase between 2001 and 2006



 1,240 artists in Newfoundland and Labrador
◦ Lower percentage of its labour force in arts occupations 

(0.46%) than the Canadian average (0.77%).

 5,410 cultural workers in NL
 2.0% of the overall provincial labour force
◦ Below the national average (3.3%)
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Artists and cultural workers in Newfoundland 
and Labrador



 More women (710) than men (530)

 High education: 31% with a bachelor’s degree or higher
 Overall labour force: 15%

 High rate of self-employment: 39%
 Overall labour force: 4%

 Little full-time full-year work: 36% worked full-time for 40 
to 52 weeks

 Overall labour force: 48%
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Characteristics of the 1,240 artists in 
Newfoundland and Labrador



 Number of artists decreased by 2% between 1991 and 
2006

 Less than the decrease in the overall provincial labour 
force (4%)

 Artists: 11% increase between 1991 and 2001
 Then: 12% decrease between 2001 and 2006

18

Change in NL artists and cultural workers



 560 artists in St. John’s 
 45% of provincial total
◦ Higher percentage of its labour force in arts occupations 

(0.98%) than the Canadian average (0.77%).

 2,200 cultural workers in St. John’s
 3.9% of the overall local labour force
◦ Above the national average (3.3%)
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Artists and cultural workers in St. John’s
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Change in St. John’s artists and cultural workers

 Number of artists increased by 31% between 1991 and 
2006

 Much higher than the increase in the overall local 
labour force (10%)

 Artists: 52% increase between 1991 and 2001
 Then: 14% decrease between 2001 and 2006



 Low!
 Average earnings of artists: $17,800
 Cultural workers: $26,500
 Overall labour force: $34,900

 Artists: 49% less than local labour force average
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Earnings of artists in St. John’s



 Halifax: 2,220
 St. John’s: 560
 Fredericton: 300
 Moncton: 210
 Saint John: 200
 Cape Breton: 150
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Artists in 6 Atlantic municipalities
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Artists in 6 Atlantic municipalities

Artists as percentage of the local labour 
force, 6 Atlantic cities, 2006 census
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Artists in 6 Atlantic municipalities
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Artists as percentage of the local labour 
force, 6 Atlantic cities, 2006 census
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St. John’s artists and other capital cities
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St. John’s artists and similarly-sized cities
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Cultural workers in 6 Atlantic municipalities

Cultural workers as percentage of the local 
labour force, 6 Atlantic cities, 2006 census
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Cultural workers in 6 Atlantic municipalities
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St. John’s cultural workers and other capital cities
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St. John’s cultural workers and similarly-sized cities
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St. John’s A1C postal region: 190 of the city’s 560 
artists

 A1C concentration of artists: 2.52%
 3.3 times the national average (0.77%)

 61st among Canadian postal regions
 Excluding Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver: 6th

 Similar to Halifax downtown (B3K): 2.58%
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Artists by postal region
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Questions? Comments?
Interesting hypotheses?



33

◦ Size and scope
◦ Volunteers
◦ Donors



Source: 2003 National Survey of Non-Profit and 
Voluntary Organizations

Incorporated not-for-profit organizations (all types)
 161,000 in Canada
 56% are registered charities

 More than 2,200 in Newfoundland and Labrador
 57% are registered charities
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Non-profit organizations



International statistical definition includes…
 visual arts, 
 architecture, 
 ceramic art, 
 performing arts, 
 museums, 
 zoos, 
 aquariums, 
 media and communications organizations, and
 historical, literary and humanistic societies.
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Arts and culture non-profits



 13,800 in Canada
 8.5% of all incorporated non-profits

 About 210 in Newfoundland and Labrador
 9.5% of all incorporated non-profits

 No statistics on registered charities in the arts and 
culture (either Canada or Newfoundland)
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Incorporated non-profit organizations in the arts 
and culture



Canada
 Total revenues of $3.4 billion
 Average revenues of $250,000
 All non-profits: average of about $700,000
◦ Arts and culture rank 12th out of 14 types of organizations
◦ Closest to environmental organizations ($256,000)
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Arts and culture: 
Relatively small organizations



Atlantic provinces
 About 1,100 arts and culture non-profit organizations
 (NL 210 organizations = 20%)

 Atlantic: Total revenues of $130 million
 Average revenues of $125,000

 All non-profits: average of about $450,000
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Arts and culture: 
Relatively small organizations
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Slightly different revenue structures: arts and 
culture vs. other organizations

Source: 2003 National Survey of Non-Profit and 
Voluntary Organizations

Government,
45%

Earned, 42%

Gifts and 
donations, 11%

Other 
income, 2%

Revenue sources of all incorporated non-profit 
organizations, Atlantic provinces, 2003



40

Lower government revenues
in the arts and culture

Source: 2003 National Survey of Non-Profit and 
Voluntary Organizations

Government,
41%

Earned, 38%

Gifts and 
donations, 16%

Other 
income, 5%

Revenue sources of incorporated, non-profit arts 
and culture organizations, Atlantic provinces, 2003



Canada
 Total staff of 73,000
 Full-time staff of 41,000
 Part-time staff of 32,000 (44%)
 Two-thirds are temporary staffers

Atlantic provinces
 Total staff = about 3,400
 Full-time staff = about 2,200
 Part-time staff = about 1,200 (about one-third)
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Staffing: Mostly temporary jobs in the arts and 
culture



Canada
 Total staff of 73,000
 Volunteers: 700,000 (2007 survey)
 63% of organizations have no paid staff

Atlantic provinces
 Total staff = about 3,400
 Volunteers = about 62,000 (2007 survey)
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Many more volunteers than staff
in the arts and culture



Non-profit organizations: 
19 different problems they might encounter

 Arts and culture organizations: higher percentage 
reporting problems than all non-profits 

 … in 18 of the 19 different problem areas
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We got issues!



Arts and culture organizations: Particular problems

 obtaining funding from government, foundations or 
corporations (70% of organizations);

 planning for the future (67%); and

 recruiting the type of volunteers the organization 
needs (64%)
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We got issues!
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Arts and culture donors and volunteers

 Published reports:

 Individual Donors to Arts and Culture Organizations 
in Canada in 2007, Hill Strategies Research 
Inc., February 2010

 Volunteers in Arts and Culture  Organizations in 
Canada in 2007, Hill Strategies Research Inc., March 
2010
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Arts and culture donors and volunteers

 Source: 2007 Canada Survey of 
Giving, Volunteering and Participating

 Statistics Canada surveyed a statistically representative 
sample of Canadians 15 and older (20,510 people) 

 about their financial gifts and volunteer activity

 in all types of not-for-profit organizations in the 12 months 
preceding the survey
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Arts and culture donors and volunteers

“Volunteer rate” and “donation rate”

 Percentage of population 15 and older 
volunteering or donating in arts and culture 
organizations
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Canada
 759,000 donors
◦ 2.8% of the population

 Donations worth $101 million
◦ 1.0% of all donations

Atlantic provinces
 47,000 donors
◦ 2.4% of the population

 Donations worth about $4 million
◦ 0.8% of all donations
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Arts and culture donors
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Questions? Comments?



53

◦ Total
◦ Federal
◦ Provincial
◦ Municipal



Source: 
Arts Research Monitor, Vol. 9, No. 5, Hill Strategies 

Research Inc., November 2010

Data source:  
Government expenditures on culture, 2007-08
Statistics Canada, April 2010
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Government spending on culture
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 Presence of formal and informal cultural districts
 Amateur participation in the arts
 Business support for the arts
 Cultural tourism levels
 Relationship to other public priorities
◦ Health
◦ Crime
◦ Social services
◦ Education
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 Many key issues persist in the arts and culture
◦ Finances
◦ Artists’ earnings
◦ Audiences
◦ Human resources

60



61

Your thoughts?

Kelly Hill
Hill Strategies Research
Facts ~ Stats ~ Insights

Hamilton, Ontario
1-877-445-5494

kelly@hillstrategies.com
www.hillstrategies.com

mailto:kelly@hillstrategies.com�
http://www.hillstrategies.com/�
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