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Survey findings about artists

There are about 125 Wood Buffalo residents who consider 
themselves artists.

Close to one-half of Wood Buffalo artists are “professional”, 
that is, at various stages of building a career in the arts.

Note: This report provides a summary of the responses of 123 Wood Buffalo 
residents who self-identified as an artist in a 2015 survey from the ACWB.

Some of the percentages might be slightly different from those in the full 
report for this project, which also included responses from 7 non-resident 
artists who did work in Wood Buffalo during the three previous years.
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Survey findings about artists

Many professional artists in Wood Buffalo spend significant 
time on their art.
About one-half work 40 hours / week or more on their art.
68% spend more time on art than other work.
Highly experienced: 39% of professional artists in Wood Buffalo have 

more than 20 years experience as an artist.
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Key findings about artists

Self-employment is the norm.
78% ARE SELF-EMPLOYED IN SOME FASHION

 48% are fully self-employed

 30% are both self-employed and employed by someone else (i.e., multiple positions)

 Only 11% are just employed by someone else

Many professional artists work in music, visual arts, theatre, and 
film.

Many professional artists teach art to Wood Buffalo children 
and adults.

Professional artists have low household incomes.
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Who is a “professional” artist?
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Many professional artists work in 
music, visual arts, theatre, and film

6

Primary discipline % of professionals
Arts education 6%
Crafts 4%
Dance 6%
Film / video / media art 10%
Interdisciplinary Arts 2%
Literary arts / writing 4%
Multimedia 2%
Music / sound 25%
Other 2%
Photography 6%
Theatre 12%
Visual / installation art 22%



Many professional artists teach art to Wood 
Buffalo children and adults
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Percentage of professional artists with their primary source 
of income from…
Arts instructor / teacher: 33%
Artist: 22%
Non-arts related occupation: 24%



A majority of Wood Buffalo artists are 
women
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Professional artists: 60% are women

Overall Wood Buffalo population: 45% are women
(Source: 2015 Municipal Census)



Most professional artists are between 30 and 49 
years of age. Artists tend to be slightly younger 

than other Wood Buffalo residents.
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Professional artists are generally satisfied with 
their arts activity and their life, but not their 

finances
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Financial challenges of professional artists 11

 Low household income
See chart on next slide

 During the past 12 months, close to one-half of professional artists 
(44%) have had difficulty meeting a basic household need

 Lower rate of home ownership
Professional artists: 54% own their homes

Overall Wood Buffalo population: 70% own their homes
(Source: 2011 National Household Survey)



Professional artists have low household 
incomes
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Low incomes from the arts
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Professional artists
57% earn less than $20,000 from their art



Examples of common difficulties re: meeting 
household needs among professional artists

14

Needed to see a dentist but didn’t go: 27% of all professional 
artists

Needed to see a doctor but didn’t go: 23%
Didn’t pay full rent or mortgage: 15%
Didn’t pay full heating, electricity or telephone bill: 13%
Not enough food in the household: 10%



Artists have professional development 
needs that ACWB is trying to meet
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Wood Buffalo’s Arts Community
Viewed from Within and Without

Full report available at www.artscouncilwb.ca

http://www.artscouncilwb.ca/
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