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• I have 29 years of specialized experience in 
arts research in Canada.

• My company, Hill Strategies, is known for 
its statistical work and its unique focus on 
the arts.

• My current focus is on the Statistical 
insights on the arts series.
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Hi! I’m Kelly. 



• Mission: To find, analyze, and share Canadian arts statistics

• SIA has provided reliable, recent, and insightful data since 2002

• Distributed via Substack (since 2022)
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StatsInsights.ca
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• Why did I start working in the arts 29 years ago?

• Because of my passion for the arts

• Why do people donate to the arts?

• Why do people volunteer in the arts?

• Why do people participate in the arts?

• Because of their passion for the arts
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A passion statement

Photo by Marek Piwnicki on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@marekpiwnicki?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@marekpiwnicki?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/orange-and-yellow-fire-illustration-ZmSsO0lpjZI?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


• Passion for the arts

• Who has it? 

• Who doesn’t? 

• How is it cultivated?

• Probably through some of the hardest things to maintain

• Arts education

• Sustained arts participation

• Focus / time for reading & thinking

• Artists
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A passion statement

Photo by Ian Schneider on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@goian?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-person-standing-on-gray-tile-paving-TamMbr4okv4?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


• What does that phrase mean to you?

• Economic output (impacts)

• Also economic inputs

• Arts philanthropy is definitely a relationship business

• So is arts economics
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Economics of the arts

Photo by Ian Schneider on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@goian?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-person-standing-on-gray-tile-paving-TamMbr4okv4?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


1. Who gets to continue being an artist because they're 
fairly paid, not because they come from money?

2. Which organizations get to fulfill their missions, and 
ideally inform and entertain their community, because 
they have stable infrastructure?

3. Whose work in the arts is most-poorly-paid? Why?

4. Whose work in the arts is not paid at all? Why not?
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Economic relationships: provocations

Illustration by Wahyu Bintoro on Unsplash 

All of this, 
in my mind, 

is what 
arts 

fundraising 
is for. 

https://unsplash.com/@wah_yu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@wah_yu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/illustrations/a-bag-of-money-sitting-on-top-of-a-pile-of-money-mIL7-ctA96M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


10

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/wages-culture-provinces-technical-2024 
and

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/wages-culture-provinces-professional-2024 

Download my presentation slides at:
KellyHill-Banff.ca
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https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/multiple-jobs-2025 
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Source: Survey of affordability and working conditions for artists and other 
cultural workers in early 2024

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-cw-survey-2024 
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*THE* key stat of the day



14Hill Strategies analysis of 2021 custom census data request



15Multiple sources from Statistical insights on the arts reports, articles, and datasets over the years. 
Collected and adjusted for inflation for today’s presentation.

Income gap  -23%            -26%                -37%                  -32%                 -32% 

Note: The statistics 
from each census 
are not perfectly 
comparable. But 
they are at least 
roughly similar.
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Survey of affordability and working conditions for artists and other cultural 
workers in early 2024

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024 

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024


• In the equity graph, I focus on median incomes 
of artists (rather than average incomes, which 
are more comparable over time).

17Graph created for today’s presentation.
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Source: Survey of affordability and working conditions for artists and other 
cultural workers in early 2024

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024 
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Source: Survey of affordability and working conditions for artists and other 
cultural workers in early 2024

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/chrc-artists-survey-2024 
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• We in the arts have a passion challenge, 
and it affects everything we do (and how 
we do it)

• Economic impacts (aka output) of the arts, 
culture, and heritage

• Stats on arts philanthropy
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A passionate provocation
(about the economics of the arts)

Illustration by Wahyu Bintoro on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@wah_yu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@wah_yu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/illustrations/a-bag-of-money-sitting-on-top-of-a-pile-of-money-mIL7-ctA96M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2026/03/government-of-canada-announces-

significant-investment-to-strengthen-workforce-development-across-key-economic-sectors.html 

* Advanced manufacturing   * Aerospace    * Agriculture     * Bio-economy

* Construction      * Energy      * Environment         * Forestry 

* Information & communications technology   * Mining   * Tourism   * Trucking
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25Source: Canadian Sponsorship Landscape Report

• The arts have been under 10% of sponsorship investment 
totals since 2019.

•  The arts accounted for about 12% in 2018.

• The arts were about 6% or less between 2013 and 2017.

•  The arts accounted for higher amounts between 2006 and 
2012 (roughly 10% to 12%).

Sponsorship in the arts is not growing



26Graph created for today’s presentation



27Graph drawn from Canadian Sponsorship Landscape Report

• Similar proportions since 2018 (except 2020)

• Relationship building: 32% of rights fees received are 
reinvested in the sponsorship through servicing, 
activation & evaluation
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Graph created for today’s presentation, based on 

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/p/fundraising-arts-culture-2023 

% of organizations in the arts, culture, heritage, and sports that receive 
donations from the public. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Organization receives revenue in the form of 
donations from the public and challenges faced in seeking donations from 

the public, fourth quarter of 2023.
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Graphs created for today’s 
presentation, based on 

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/
p/fundraising-arts-culture-2023 

% of organizations in the arts, culture, heritage, and sports that receive donations from the public. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Organization receives revenue in the form of donations from the public and challenges faced in seeking donations from the 
public, fourth quarter of 2023.
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• StatsInsights.ca

• Canadian Sponsorship Landscape Study

• Giving Report, CanadaHelps

• Charity Insights Canada Project, Carleton University
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A few fundraising research 
resources

Photo by Dawit 
on Unsplash 

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/
https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/
https://www.thet1agency.com/canadian-sponsorship-landscape-study/
https://www.thet1agency.com/canadian-sponsorship-landscape-study/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/the-giving-report/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/the-giving-report/
https://carleton.ca/cicp-pcpob/cicp-survey-results-dashboard/
https://carleton.ca/cicp-pcpob/cicp-survey-results-dashboard/
https://unsplash.com/@oneminch?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/laptop-displaying-code-on-a-desk-dTmj5aXbKp4?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Photo by Erik McLean on Unsplash 

Sauble Beach sunset. Photo by Kelly Hill

https://unsplash.com/photos/a-street-sign-on-a-pole-next-to-a-road-wvqKCXFXkIQ


1. Who gets to continue being an artist because they're 
fairly paid, not because they come from money?

2. Which organizations get to fulfill their missions, and 
ideally inform and entertain their community, because 
they have stable infrastructure?

3. Whose work in the arts is most-poorly-paid? Why?

4. Whose work in the arts is not paid at all? Why not?

5. We in the arts have a passion challenge.

35

Provocations: Do you agree? 
What do you think that we can we do?

Illustration by Wahyu Bintoro on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@wah_yu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@wah_yu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/illustrations/a-bag-of-money-sitting-on-top-of-a-pile-of-money-mIL7-ctA96M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


StatsInsights.ca

36

Thanks!

Kelly Hill

April 7, 2026

Download my presentation slides at:
KellyHill-Banff.ca

https://statsinsights.hillstrategies.com/
http://kellyhill-banff.ca/
http://kellyhill-banff.ca/
http://kellyhill-banff.ca/
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